
The implications of the fall

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God 
had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every 
tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of 
the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, 
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the 
serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the 
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it  
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the 
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 
And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 
they sewed fig leaves together,  and made themselves aprons.  And they heard the 
voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the 
garden. And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 
And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 
and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of 
the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, 
The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 
And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the 
woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. And the LORD God said unto 
the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above 
every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the 
days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. Unto the 
woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou 
shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule 



over thee. And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy 
wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not 
eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of 
thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb 
of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art ,  and unto dust shalt thou 
return.  And Adam called his  wife'  name Eve;  because she was the mother  of  all 
living. Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and 
clothed them. And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to 
know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of 
life, and eat, and live for ever: Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the 
garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.   So he drove out the 
man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword 
which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.                           Genesis 3

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in 
that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful  
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For they that are 
after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the 
things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is 
life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell 
in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ 
be  in  you,  the  body  is  dead  because  of  sin;  but  the  Spirit  is  life  because  of 
righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, 
he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his 
Spirit that dwelleth in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to 
live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the 
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage 
again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of 
God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 
that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the 
manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, not 
willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, Because the 
creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 



liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. For we are saved by hope: but 
hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if 
we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.        Romans 8: 1-25

Fr. John Meyendorff writes about the implications of the fall, in the context of the 
exorcisms at the blessing of water:

The “demonic” in nature  comes from the  
fact  that  creation  fell  out  of  its  original  
meaning and direction.  God had entrusted  
control  over  the  world  to  man—His  own  
“image and likeness.”  But man chose to be 
controlled by  the  world  and,  thereby,  lost  
his  freedom.  He  then  became  subject  to  
cosmic  determinism,  to  which  his  
“passions”  attach  him  and  in  which  
ultimate power belongs to death…  Instead 
of using the potentialities of his nature to  
raise himself and the whole of creation to  
God, man submitted himself to the desires  
of  his  material  senses.  As  a  result,  the  
world which was originally created by God  
as  “very  good”  became for  man a  prison  
and a constant  temptation, through which  
the  “prince  of  this  world”  establishes  his  
reign of death.

For,  behold,  I  create  new heavens  and a  new earth:  and the  former  shall  not  be 
remembered, nor come into mind. But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I 
create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will 
rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more 
heard in her, nor the voice of crying.                                                    Isaiah 65: 17-19

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed  away;  and  there  was  no  more  sea.  And  I  John  saw  the  holy  city,  new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 



himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon 
the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these 
words are true and faithful. And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega,  
the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the 
water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, 
and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have 
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second 
death.                                                                                                            Rev 21: 1-8
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