
The Ten Holy Martyrs of Crete

The  Ten  Holy  Martyrs  of  Crete  suffered  for  Christ  during  the  third  century  under  the 
emperor Decius. The governor of Crete, also named Decius, fiercely persecuted the Church, 
and arrested anyone who believed in Christ. Once, ten Christians were brought before him 
from various cities of Crete, who at the trial steadfastly confessed their faith in Christ and 
refused to worship idols.
For thirty days they were subjected to cruel tortures,  and with the help of God they all 
persevered, glorifying God. Before their death they prayed that the Lord would enlighten 
their torturers with the light of the true Faith. Since pain did not influence them, the saints 
were beheaded.
Saint Paul of Constantinople visited Crete about a hundred years later. He took the relics of 
the holy martyrs to Constantinople to serve as a protection for the city, and a source of 
blessings for the faithful.
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