Old Church Slavonic (c1obHbCKD)

Old Church Slavonic or Church Slavonic is a literary language which developed from
the language used by St Cyril and St Methodius, 9th century missionaries from
Byzantium, to translate the bible and other religious works. Cyril and Methodius
based their translations on a Slavonic dialect of the Thessalonika area and invented a
new alphabet, Glagolitic, in order to write them.

Sometime during the 10th century AD a new alphabet appeared which was known as
Cyrillic and named after St Cyril, though it was possibly invented by St Kliment of
Ohrid. The Cyrillic alphabet was used to write the Old Church Slavonic language and
was later adapated to write many other languages.

Old Church Slavonic was used as the liturgical language of the Russian Orthodox
church between the 9th and 12th centuries. A more modern form of the language,
known as Church Slavonic, appeared during the 14th century and is still used in the
Russian Orthodox church.



Early Cyrillic alphabet used for Old Church Slavonic

AA EE BE I' AA €¢ AKRx Ss
azl bukd wEdEé glagali  dobra esti Zivete  dzélo
a b W 0 d g Z dz
[a] (k] [v] [al] [d] (2] (3] [&2]
Hu Ii/l1i Ksx Aa Mm Hum  0c In
ize [ kako ljidije  maslite nasi onil pokoi
i i, | ki | m n o 4]
(1] (1] [k] (1] (m] [n] (o] (rl
(c TT Oﬂfay‘/g'ﬁ‘ $dd Xx Ww Iy Yv
slowo tyrdo ukd frid HEr ot ci Crvi
g t L f ¥ a, w C &, ch
[=] [t] [u] [f] [x] (o] [ts] (4]
IHHip E= LElesr Be Ex HHrE FPAm Aa
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£t shta o, u 1] i =] ju ja g g
[f] [#] [¥] (1] (1] [iu] [ia] [E]
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Sample text in Old Church Slavonic
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1. Bb oHO BpbMA u3ifie 3anoBbab 0Th Kecaph aBrocra Harmicati BC& BbCENEH RER

2. ce HarlicaHi€ MPBBOE ObiCTH BIARIIOY COYPI€LR U KVPIHIERR |
3. u uabax ik BbCi HamicaTh CA KbX/0 Bb CBOM I'Pajb |
4

. BBb3i/I€ )K€ UOCiI(b OTH TaijIEA U I'Pajla Ha3apETbCKA Bb UIOZIELR Bb TPajlb /1aBbiJIOBb KE
HapIilla€Th CA BiesieeMb 3aHe Okallie 0T 10MOY U OTBUBCTBIb 1aBbioBa |

Translation

1. And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that

all the world should be taxed.

W

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.

(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)

4. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city
of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)

Luke 2: 1-4



Glagolitic alphabet

Origin

The Glagolitic alphabet was invented during the 9th century by the missionaries St Cyril (827-869
AD) and St Methodius (826-885 AD) in order to translate the Bible and other religious works into

the language of the Great Moravia region. They probably modelled Glagolitic on a cursive form of
the Greek alphabet, and based their translations on a Slavic dialect of the Thessalonika area, which
formed the basis of the literary standard known as Old Church Slavonic.

Old Church Slavonic was used as the liturgical language of the Russian Orthodox church between
the 9th and 12th centuries. A more modern form of the language, known as Church Slavonic,
appeared during the 14th century and is still used in the Russian Orthodox church.

Glagolitic alphabet
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Cursive version of the Glagolitic alphabet
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Greek alphabet (EAANvViko aA@apnTo)

Origin

The Greek alphabet has been in continuous use for the past 2,750 years or so since about 750 BC. It
was developed from the Canaanite/Phoenician alphabet and the order and names of the letters are
derived from Phoenician. The original Canaanite meanings of the letter names was lost when the

alphabet was adapted for Greek. For example, alpha comes for the Canaanite aleph (ox) and beta
from beth (house).

At first, there were a number of different versions of the alphabet used in various different Greek
cities. These local alphabets, known as epichoric, can be divided into three groups: green, blue and
red. The blue group developed into the modern Greek alphabet, while the red group developed into
the Etruscan alphabet, other alphabets of ancient Italy and eventually the Latin alphabet.

By the early 4th century BC, the epichoric alphabets were replaced by the eastern Ionic alphabet.
The capital letters of the modern Greek alphabet are almost identical to those of the Ionic alphabet.
The minuscule or lower case letters first appeared sometime after 800 AD and developed from the
Byzantine minuscule script, which developed from cursive writing.

Notable features

* Type of writing system: alphabet - the first one to include vowels.

* Direction of writing: Originally written horizontal lines either from right to left or
alternating from right to left and left to right (boustrophedon/Bovotpopnddv). Around 500
BC the direction of writing changed to horizontal lines running from left to right.

* Diacritics to represent stress and breathings were added to the alphabet in around 200 BC. In
1982 the diacritics representing breathings, which were not widely used after 1976, were
officially abolished by presidential decree.

* The letter sigma has a special form which is used when it appears at the end of a word.

Used to write

Greek (EAAnvika), an Indo-European language spoken by about 14 million people mainly in
Greece and Cyprus, where it is an official language. Greek is also recognised as a minority language
in parts of Turkey, Italy and Albania.

Today the Greek alphabet is used only to write Greek, however at various times in the past it has
been used to write such languages as Lydian, Phrygian, Thracian, Gaulish, Hebrew, Arabic, Old
Ossetic, Albanian, Turkish, Aromanian, Gagauz, Surguch and Urum.

Ancient Greek alphabet

This alphabet is based on inscriptions from Crete dated to about 800 BC. Greek was written from
right to left in horizontal lines at this time. The names of the letters were slightly different to those
for later varities Greek.



AN 2HIIT AN 8 A

AABA™N ATTIAH ATOZ ATH® ATH ATHL 3 ATNIA AMMAA ATHE APNA

lakxda kappa iota theta eta zeta =] delta
I k i th i z efé d q b a
A P Y T ¢ ¢ O ¥ \M
TEDN 59 Y o YAT AMAE O FT1 YO =YY

chei phei u tau sigma ro pei ou el
ch ph ufy t 5 r p 1)

gamma beta alpha

nu mu
X n m

Greek alphabet (Classical Attic pronunciation)
Ao Bf T'y Ad Ee ZT Hn ©6 1. Kx AL My

Gado pPATT  wydppao  &EATa Epiddy EfjTa fiTa Bfita iwTa

kATITTO AGPpED pd
alpha  heta gamma delta epsilon  zeta eta theta iota

kappa lambda  mu
a b ! d e z =] th i k I ]

[a.&] [k] [g] [d] [e] [eddz] [=] [®] [ii] [kl [I] [m]
Nv 5 Oo Ilmn Ppop 20¢c Tt Yv g Xy Py Qo

il £l Opiepdw  TrEl poo oo Tad  Oguady el el el Qpéya
nu ¥i  omikron  pi rho sigma tau  upsilon  phi chi psi omega
n ks, ] 1] r, th 5 t L, v ph kh, ch bs a

(n] [ks] [e]l [pl [r] [s=z] [t] [ww] [P] [®] [ps] [20]

Note
e X =]z] before voiced consonants
Diphthongs
oL QoL €L ML oL w/mr v v Ev NU ov
ai ai el =] ] ] Uiy au eu éu ou

[aj] [a] T[e] [ej] [oj] [29] [y] awaw [ew] [ew] [odu:]

Consonant combinations Special symbol
ILIT[ "I’ A TO VT P!
mp gk ts nt kai

[b] [g] [ts] [d] &



Obsolete and archaic letters

Fr N n S¢

Fy

rat / dlyappa Famphylian Gy ErTi Jot
wau [ digamma waufdigamma stigma heta yot
w w st h ]
[w] [w] [st] [h] [i]
Mpn b b Qo /44 T/ 23
nav / gav po gomma / xomma Mol
san sho gqoppa / koppa sampi
5 sh q 55
[s] [f] [k] [5, ks, ts]

Greek numbers

The Ancient Greeks assigned numerical values to the letters of their alphabet to represent numbers.
Three obsolete letters, stigma, koppa and sampi were used in addition to the standard Greek letters.

Aa B I'y Ad Ece

c¢ ZT Hn ©6

Ghipa priTC yappo BEATO Eynhdv Oty EfiTa Ao BT
1 2 3 4 5 6 T a 9
[v.. Kx AA Mpu Nv Z§ Oo IIm 009
iGaTa Kammma AGuPRBa i wi Eel OpIKpOV el KOTTTTC
10 20 30 30 50 60 70 a0 90
Po 20 Tt Yv o Xy WYy Qo D7
P oy Tl O @l yEel el ALYt oo
100 200 200 400 500 600 700 200 900
Greek alphabet (Modern pronunciation)
Aa B T'y Ad Ee ZT Hn ©6 I. Ku AL Mu
dhpa  PATa yapa  hTa Ewhov  ZATa ATa Brita ywTa kdmTa Adpdo i
alfa vita gama thelta epsilon zita ita thita viota kapa lamtha mi
a b g, ¥ d é z & th i k I m
[al [v]l [x.11 [8] [e] [z] (il re1 [l [kec] [LA] [m]
Nv ZEE Oo IInm Pp X0¢ Tt Yv @ Xy Py Qo
i £l OMIKpOV T po giypa Tau  Ugihov @ ¥l i wpdya
ni Xi omikron pi [¥] sigma taf ipsilon fi hi psi omega
n ks, x o p r, rh 5 t U,y ph kh, ch ps o
[n] [ks]l [ol [p] [r] [s] [t] (il [f] [x ¢l [ps] [o]



MNotes

I = [v] before back vowels [a, o, ul.
Before front vowels [e, i], it is pronounced [j] and transliterated y

kK = [k] before back wowels [a, o, u], and [c] before front vowels [g, i]
A = [A] before an unstressed i followed by another vawel, e.g. Mwpa [Aoma]
M = [n] befare an unstressed i followed by another vawel, e.g. viwBw [poBao]

When the sound [i] is preceded by a voiced consonant and followed by another
vowel, it becomes [j], e.g. Giakog [djakos]. When it is preceded by a voiceless
consonant and followed by another vowel it is pronounced as [g], e.g. pwTId
[fotca]. In both cases it is not stressed.

£ = [z] before voiced consonants

¥ = [¥] before back vowels [a, o, U], and [g] before front vowels [g, i]

Diphthongs
ClL Elf?]l oL UL v eV ov
ai =] oi Lifyi au eu ou
[=] [i] [i] [i] [ aviaf ] [ evief] [u]
Consonant combinations
VT Wit Nl Vi TO VT 'IIC
nt mp ag gk ts nt tz
[d.nd]  [b,mb] [g.ng.m] [9.ng.n4] [ts] [d.nd] [dz, ndz]
VIC e oh VTG YX
ntz k= =] ntz gh
[ ndz ] [gz] [z1] [ ndz ] [nx]
Notes

av = [av] before vowels and voiced consonants; [af] elsewhere.
gw = [ev] before vowels and voiced consonants; [ef] elsewhere.
nu = [iv] before vowels and voiced consonants; [if] elsewhere,
vT = [nd] in the middle of words; [d] at the beginning.

pn = [mb] in the middle of words; [b] at the beginning.

¥Y & yk = [ng] in the middle of words; [g] at the beginning, unless followed by [i]
or [e], when they are [ni] in the middle of words and [}] at the beginning.

A dieresis is used to indicate that vowels are pronounced separately, e.qg. Airrj
[aiti]. However, when the first of the two letters is stressed, the dieresis sign is not
necessary, e.q. ydibapog [yaidaros]

When k, n, T, §, y and 1o: are preceded by a word that ends in v they become
voiced and the final N turns into the corresponding nasal sound, e.g. Tov marspag
[tombatéra]



Sample text in Greek

'Ohot o1 avBpmIToL YEVVLOUVTOL ELEVBEDOL KuL LOOL OTNV AELOTOETEL ROL
T OLHOULOUOTO. Elvon moouionévor ie Aoyusn won ouveidnon, “ol
OMPELAOUY VO CUUTEQUPEQOVTUL LETAED TOUS UE TVEDUA COEMPOTUVY|C.

Transliteration

Oli i anthropi yenitinde eléftheri ke isi stin aksioprépia ke ta dhikeémata. fne prikizméni me loyiki
ke sinidhisi, ke ofilun na simberiféronde metaksi tus me pnévma adhelfosinis.

Sample text in Polytonic Greek

‘Ohot ol dvBpomor yevviotvtol £Let0epoL ®ol TooL OTHV AS10mOETELN Rl
T oo, Elval mpowiouévor uk hoyud) vol ouveidnon, #al
OeTAOUY VI CUUTEQUPEQOVTUL NETAET TOVS UE TVEDUL AOEAPOTTVTC.

Translation
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and
conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

(Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)

Source: http://www.omniglot.com/writing/ocslavonic.htm

www.prophet-elias.com


http://www.omniglot.com/writing/ocslavonic.htm
http://www.prophet-elias.com/

	Old Church Slavonic (словѣньскъ)
	Early Cyrillic alphabet used for Old Church Slavonic
	Sample text in Old Church Slavonic
	Translation


	Glagolitic alphabet
	Origin
	Glagolitic alphabet
	Cursive version of the Glagolitic alphabet

	Greek alphabet (Ελληνικό αλφάβητο) 
	Origin
	Notable features
	Used to write
	Ancient Greek alphabet
	Greek alphabet (Classical Attic pronunciation)
	Note
	Obsolete and archaic letters
	Greek numbers

	Greek alphabet (Modern pronunciation)
	Sample text in Greek
	Transliteration
	Sample text in Polytonic Greek
	Translation



